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Inside Tentpoles Historic Hut Seaward Kaikouras

The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $20 junior or
associate, plus $15 for members who opt to
obtain a paper newsletter. 

For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages. 

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from 'Z' Russley (formerly Caltex) on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If
the departure point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton.
Day trips usually depart at 8 am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on
either Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
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side  of  Waltham  School,  is  about  100m  south  of  the  Brougham  St/Waltham  Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone John West 0212302536 or email
john_a_west@outlook.com. Please note  that  formalities  start  at  7:50  pm sharp,  and if
there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words "hut fees" in the
particulars/code/reference fields.  Phone Steve Bruerton  322-6196 for  booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $25 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Barney  Stephenson,  ph.  027  358  3281  .
Note:  club  gear  assigned  to  you  is  your
responsibility; please take care of it.  Please
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This  may  result  in  serious damage to  your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

Saturday 28 November 
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Bell Tea series #26 Mt Somers: This will be a series of 3 day and
2 overnight trips which will get progressively harder as the year
proceeds  and  they  will  finish  with  a  weekend  at  the  club  hut
climbing Mt Karen & Mt Misery. They can be done as a complete
series of trips, or as single trips and the series is designed to suit
trampers who want to move up from easy to mod trips. All of the
trips will be run at an easy pace with plenty of scenery stops and a
chance to boil the billy for an old fashion tramping brew plus long
lunches in the sun. Leaving from the Sharplin Falls car park we
head straight up the the track over Hookey Knob along the South
Face route to the top of Mt Somers for a brew, lunch & grand
views before returning back the way we came. 

Around 800 metres of vertical climb for the day. 

Grade: Moderate - 
easy pace

Closes: 26 Nov

Map:  BX20

Approx: $25
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Saturday 28 November 
Departure  point:  Contact  Leader.  Leave 6pm
Friday 27th

Leader: Liz Wightwick
trampingtrip@gmail.com 

Waikiti  Hut:  Visit  one  of  Permolat’s  Remote  huts  (see
http://remotehuts.co.nz/huts/Waikiti Hut/).  Its  a  tracked  route
which  was  recut  in  2019  but  does  have  a  few recent  slips  to
navigate around a few river crossings, plus a ladder to negotiate
over exposed rock. Its a 5-7 hour trip one way. We’ll stay at the
CTC hut at Arthurs pass overnight on Friday, (eat before or get
takeaways on the way), then leave 7am early Saturday for a 2
hour drive to track end. 

Walk out 8am Sunday morning and then its a 4 hour drive back to
CHCH. 

Grade: Moderate to
ModHard

Closes:29 Oct

Map: BU21 

Approx: Approx $45 
+ Hut fees

Wednesday 2 December Club Night

National Wilding Conifer Control Programme -- Sherman Smith from MPI 

Wilding  pines overwhelm our  native  landscapes,  killing  native  plants  and forcing  out
native animals. Unlike commercial forests, wilding pines are weeds and not intentionally
planted. 

The National Wilding Conifer Control Programme began in 2016 and aims to contain or
eradicate all  wilding pine infestations by 2030. Prior to the programme wildings were
invading the equivalent of 9 high country stations a year. Following a massive funding
boost in Budget 2020 the programme is ramping up activity, tackling wilding infestations
covering more than 830,000 hectares in 58 sites throughout New Zealand. 

Most of this work will be in Canterbury where more than 170 people will deliver a $17.2
million  control  programme  throughout  Mid-Canterbury,  South  Canterbury  and  Banks
Peninsula. Sherman Smith is the Manager, Long Term Programmes at Biosecurity New
Zealand, and has worked with the Ministry of Primary Industries since 2009. Sherman will
talk about why wildings are a problem, work that’s been done to to tackle wilding pines,
including reducing the risk of wildfires in the region. He will also talk about the ongoing
importance of volunteers and community groups even with the expanded programme,
and how you can help prevent their spread. 

Saturday 5 December 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Emma Rogers 022 491 6625
emma@flightlesskiwis.com

Cass-Lagoon Saddle  [  *In  a  day  ]:  Not  to  be  confused  with
Warwick’s overnight trip of nearly the same name. We’ll be taking
in the same scenery, but with lighter packs and less time to soak
up the  view.  Both days of  the  classic  Cass-Lagoon saddle trip
condensed into one (long-ish) day. 

Early departure (7am ) so we can make sure we’re done in😱
time to enjoy some hot chips at the Sheffield. 

Approx 33km and 1400m height gain, mod+ 

Grade: Moderate 
plus

Map: "BV20 
Otira" 
"BV21 
Cass" 
"BW20 
Lake 
Coleridge"

Approx: $30 approx

− 3 −

http://remotehuts.co.nz/huts/Waikiti


Saturday 5 Dec
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Mike Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Manuka Bay/Point Gibson:  An attractive coastal  walk in North
Canterbury.  Starting  at  the  Hurunui  River  Mouth,  follow  the
Manuka Bay Track as it  winds in and out  of  bush filled gullies
before dropping down to Manuka Bay. A short walk up Manuka
Bay  Road  and  across  a  farm  paddock  takes  us  to  the  Point
Gibson Lighthouse and the Port Robinson Coastal Reserve. Fairly
easy walking with  minimal  height  gain along varied terrain  that
includes  a  sandy  beach,  eroded  sea  cliffs,  headlands,
regenerating  bush  and  good  coastal  views.  Return  trip  around
10kms, 4 to 5 hours.

Grade: Easy

Map: "BV26 
Cheviot" 

Approx: $25

Weekend 5-6 Dec
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Warwick Dowling 021 35 4545
warwick.dowling@gmail.com

Cass-Lagoon Circuit, Hamilton Hut:  Classic circuit skirting the
edge of the Black Range at the northern end of the Craigeburn
Range. We’ll  do it  clockwise, starting from the Grasmere Road.
Spend night at or around Hamilton Hut. 

The hut is a busy part of the Te Araroha Trial, so I recommend
bringing a tent - I will. Pickups can be arranged on the way out of
town - put your wishes on the online trip list, or contact the leader
if you are a non-member. 

About 700m of cumulative height gain per day, lots of minor river
crossings.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Map:  BV20

Approx: $40 + hut 
fee

Weekend 5-6 Dec
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: Bill Johnson 027 422 2274
bill@billjohnson.nz

Mueller Hut Weekend:  A trip to the popular Mueller Hut, in Mt
Cook National Park. 

Depart Fri evening for Mt Cook Village and spend the night at one
of the club lodges and head up to Mueller Sat morning. Option to
build  snow  shelters  in  the  afternoon  then  have  a  pot  luck  in
Mueller Hut and warm up before spending the night in our igloos /
snow caves / the hut. 

As this trip is weather and avalanche conditions dependent, the
trip may change/cancelled as a result. The trip leader will confirm
the status of the trip closer to the time. 

Hut fees will be less if you sleep outside Mueller Hut on Sat night. 

Grade: Moderate 
(requires 
crampons, 
ice axe and 
helmet)

Map:  BX15 Fox 
Glacier

Approx: $60
fuel  +  $70  hut  fees
(for Fri & Sat nights) 
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Weekend 5-6 Dec
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Salmon Creek Lower Biv: From the Lees Valley Road we follow
the Townsend Track and then climb the ridge to Black Hill  Hut.
From Black Hill Hut we continue over Black Hill and then descend
down to the Biv at Salmon Creek. On the Sunday we will return
the way we came.

Grade: Moderate at
slow pace

Map: "BW22 
Oxford" 

Approx: $20

Wednesday 9 December Club Night

South  Island  High  Country  Tenure  Review –  The  World’s  Quietest  Rort  --  Ann
Bower: Information pending

Saturday 12 Dec
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Mike Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Ryde Falls: This trip in the lovely Mt Oxford Forest is suitable for
families and everyone looking for a relaxing social tramp. We will
follow the well benched Ryde Falls Track from the Coopers Creek
car  park,  through  the  beech  forest,  looking  out  for  scattered
podocarp trees – rimu, totara, matai and splashes of colour from
the red and yellow leaved horopito. Plenty of bird life as well –
robins, fantails and bellbirds. The falls themselves, three cascades
are above a beautiful  deep pool.  The return trip  will  follow the
Koromiko Track and then the Link Track back to the carpark.

Grade: Easy

Map: "BW22 
Oxford" 

Approx: $15

Weekend 12-13 Dec
Departure point: To Be determined

Leader: Alan Ross 021 962884
alan_sue@xtra.co.nz

Koropuku Hut (near Otira): Saturday longish day to the hut past
Lake Kirapataka. Out the same way. Its an infrequently visited hut
and has a legacy (and some stories) linked to then CTC members
Frank King and Honora Renwick. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes 9 December

Map:  BV21 Cass

Approx: $25 + hut 
fee
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Duration 17-22 Dec 2020
Departure point: Contact Leader - might leave
later afternoon on the 16th

Leader: Lorraine Poole 027 6609159
candl.poole@gmail.com

Pre-Christmas  Northern  Womble:  You’re  invited  to  a  pre-
Christmas  Northern  womble  from  Dec  17-22,  including  Moss
Pass, Blue Lake, Robert Ridge around the Nelson Lakes, all  in
huts. Or if we had enough people we could do a cross over as part
of the TA trail starting at Tennyson going onto Lake Constance and
finish in St Arnaud. Everyone will make there own payment in huts
and tents may have to be an option if huts are full. You will need
money for tea on the way up there and food coming back. Petrol
costs will probably be upwards of $70 give or take some. This trip
is totally weather dependent, and open to Club members. 

Grade: Moderate 
but at an 
easy pace

Closes 17 Dec

Map: BS24 
Mount 
Robert 
BT24 Ada

Approx: $70

Weekend 19-20 Dec
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Comyns Hut:  From Double Run Road we follow the  Glenrock
Stream up over Turtons Saddle and then continue onto A-Frame
Hut.  From  A-Frame  hut  we  follow  the  Turton  Stream down  to
Comyns Hut. 

Return the same way the next day. Comyns Hut is a basic 8 bunk
hut with plenty of camping space around it. 

Approximately 16km each way.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes 18 Dec

Map: "BW19 
Taylors 
Camp" 
"BW20 
Lake 
Coleridge" 

Approx: $30

Duration 9 days from 19 Dec
Departure point: Contact leader

Leader: Jeff Hall 021-2506203
whio2u@gmail.com

Landsborough - Marks Flat: 

Option for a Xmas trip to explore Mark’s Flat  area, next to the
Landsborough River. General plan is head in to Marks Flat below
Mt Hooker from the west coast. 

Option of  either;  walk in  and out  via  the Paringa,  or  fly  to  the
border of Wilderness area and walk out via the Paringa. 

Plan  to  spend  a  few  days  in  the  Marks  Flat  general  area,
climbing /  exploring  depending on interest,  then out  via  Clarke
River, McCullaugh Ck and Tunnel Creek, Paringa River. 

Trip totally weather dependent, lots of uphill and minimal tracks.
Contact: Jeff Hall whio2u@gmail.com 021 250 6203

Grade: Mod/Hard 
(snow & 
glacier 
travel skills 
required)

Closes 16 Dec

Map: BY14 Mt 
Ward 

Approx: TBD
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Duration 8 Days from 5 Jan 2021
Departure  point:  8am  start,  140  Roydvale
Avenue Burnside

Leader: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070
tortistours@gmail.com

Lake Nerine: My 2021 Lake Nerine plan is to drive south after a
family  Xmas  in  Wairoa  on  the  5th  January  with  a  car  load  of
trampers and then spend 7 - 8 days tramping in the Southland –
Otago  area.  The  trip  will  finish  2pm  on  the12th  Jan  at  the
Queenstown airport when my wife flys in to join me for a family
wedding in the Catlins area, so you will have to organise your own
way home to CHCH. My Plan A is Lake Nerine via the Valley of
the Trolls. However if previous attempts are anything to go by I
could end up doing any number of other trips chasing the good
summer weather. My multi  days summer trips are not so much
hard  core expeditions  but  walking  holidays which will  generally
include  a  number  of  rest  days eg  camping by  a  lake or  river.
These trips are run at such a pace that the idea is that at the end
of the trip you should be able grab some clean clothes, fresh food
and do the trip again. More detail on what these trips entail can be
gained  by  talking  to  “survivors”  of  previous  summer  trips  or
contacting  the  trip  leader.  Succesful  summer  tramping
companions  will  have  proven  tramping  skills  and/or  the
determination necessary to complete a multi day trip. The ability to
provide fruit  cake for supper and discuss the various merits of,
and differences between the 1969 and 2010 True Grit movies over
a cup of tea by a camp fire would be an definite advantage. 

Grade: Mod/Hard

Map:  CA09 
Alabaster 
Pass

Approx: TBD

Weekend 9-10 Jan 2021
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Casey Saddle - Binser Saddle: Classic Arthurs Pass loop track.
From the Andrews shelter we will head up past Hallelujah Flat and
over the Casey Saddle down to the new Casey Hut. The next day
we will go down the Poulter River and then up and over the Binser
Saddle. The Casey Hut is a serviced hut ($15 per night). 

Grade: Moderate

Closes 8 Jan

Map: "BV21 
Cass" 

Approx: $30

Sunday 10 Jan 2021
Departure point: Z Russley

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Bealey-Blind Spur Blaster: 

We’ll start at Bealey Spur Hut car park. We’ll go up to Bealey Spur
Hut and follow the ridges to Pt 1875. We’ll turn south to Pt 1907
from where we’ll go east to Pt 1750 and Pt 1737. 

Eventually  we’ll  hit  the  bushline  then  follow  the  ridge  to  the
confluence  of  Bruce  and  Power  Streams.  We’ll  get  wet  down
there, possibly more body parts than just feet. This will be a long
day out for which a good level of fitness is required. Take plenty of
water. 

Please note: earlier departure of 07:00.

Grade: Mod/Hard

Closes 10 Jan

Map: BV20 Otira

Approx: $35
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Saturday 16 Jan 2021
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Mike Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Scenery Nook: 

Scenery Nook is a little cove out on Timu Timu Head on the south
side of Banks Peninsula. Starting from Lands End Station, over
Lucas Peak ( 381m ) and walk down to Scenery Nook. 

Come and see stunning cliff formations, curving around to make
the cove into an amazing ampitheatre of layered rock in earthy
hues  of  red,  pink  and  purple.  Not  to  mention,  friendly  seals.
According to E Can, it is an area of Significant Natural Value. 

Return around cliff tops and over farm land back to the cars. Bring
your camera – it is a great trip for photographs.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes 15 Jan

Map: "BY25 
Akaroa" 

Approx: $20

Weekend 16-17 Jan 2021
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Sudden Valley Biv:  Leaving the Hawdon shelter we cross the
Hawdon river and then follow the Sudden Valley stream. The route
climbs a scree slope before the Barrier Falls and then follows the
stream to the biv at the head of the valley. The next day we will
return the way we came. There are multiple river crossings on this
trip 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes 15 Jan

Map: "BV21 
Cass" 

Approx: $30

Saturday 23 Jan 2021
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Mike Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Hutt Forest Conservation Area: Starting at the beautiful Awa
Awa Rata (  Valley of the Rata )  Reserve, we follow the Scotts
Saddle Track to the Mt Hutt  Skifield road, through mixed forest
and then sub alpine herbfield and tussock tops, height gain 600m.
A short  walk up  the skifield  road to  Scotts  Saddle  from where
there are great views to Pudding Hill Stream, Mt Hutt Skifield and
Canterbury  Plains.  Return  the  same  way,  following  the  Ridge
Track above Pudding Hill Stream, then the Alder Track, making a
loop back to the Awa Awa Rata Reserve.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes 22 Jan 2021

Map: "BX20 
Methven" 

Approx: $20

Saturday 30 Jan 2021
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Mike Newlove 355-8360
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Kaka Hill: Situated at the North Eastern shore of Lake Coleridge,
we start  the trip  off  the Harper  Road just  past  Lake Georgina.
Follow a 4WD track up and then along a ridgeline; on to Point 994,
Kaka Hill,  for  a lunch stop. Good views of Lake Coleridge and
surrounding area. Rejoin the track at Point 959, down to a fence
line  and  out  to  the  road.  Around  500m height  gain  and  a  car
shuffle is required. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes:29 Jan

Map: "BW20 
Lake 
Coleridge" 

Approx: $25
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Trip Reports

31 October - 1 November 2020

Warden Hut aka The Long and Winding Road

It’s my own fault, really - I know how to read a topographic map, I know that the line of long
dashes is not the same as the line of short dashes, but I failed to engage my brain and I
signed up to Symon’s trip on the eternal four-wheel-drive road to Warden Hut. Perhaps I
was still thinking of the promised pleasures of walking the Casey-Binser loop and hadn’t
quite made the connection that Plan A was off and we were now embarking on Plan B.
Whatever the reason, the stark horror of hours of walking on a 4wd track dawned on me
quite shortly after leaving the cars at the Kahutara bridge. 

We got off to a good start - the map was a bit unclear on where the track was, so I’d drawn
in my best guess by joining a few dotted lines and loading it into the GPS. I left the paper
map at home, because obviously it’s a lot more useful there than in my backpack. I must
start using a checklist again. Anyway, the lines on the map didn’t quite match the roads on
the ground, and after a short while of walking in the wrong direction we did an about-face
and headed back to the track we should have been on, ironically the one we’d initially
thought was incorrect and walked away from. Once we were on the right road up Driving
Spur we just kept going. And going. And going. The road was endless, relentless uphill.
And as we’d started walking at about 11:00, we got to enjoy it in the heat of the day as
well. There was little shade; the forecast I looked at had promised overcast conditions but
that was wrong. 

The long and winding road

At a semi-shaded spot we stopped for a bit of lunch and a rest, but soon we were back on
the uphill  slog. There was a short  respite where we went downhill,  but then it  was up
again, over Bushy Saddle and then Blind Saddle, until we finally hit the high point of the
road. The views up to that point were back towards the coast, taking in a small part of the
Kaikoura peninsula, a lot of farmland and some forest, but nothing spectacular. After a
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while walking downhill we got a view of the Valley floor, and Jonathan kindly informed us
that the hut was “down there”. What, ALL the way down? Yes! The GPS claimed it was
only 4 km to the hut, but that looked like a damned long 4 km. It  was also about 700
metres vertical, all of which would have to be climbed the next morning on the way out.
One relief (for some) was that there were some streams coming down off the hillside, so
the drought was over for those running out of water. There had been no water at all on the
uphill leg of the walk. Also the scenery improved quite a bit. 

We encountered Tentpoles Hut on the way down. This is a historic hut,  not meant for
accommodation, but it’s in a lovely setting, under trees and with a beautiful green lawn. It’s
only 2 km from the destination, but a number of our party would gladly have stopped and
camped there were it not for the lack of water. With all that greenery you’d expect a fair bit
of water, but there was just a trickle in a rather muddy and overgrown stream. 

Historic Tentpoles Hut 860m

After a bit of a rest we pressed on to Warden hut, arriving about 5:30pm. A few people
claimed bunks in the hut but most of us pitched our tents on the ample flat land around the
hut. A few of the hardier walkers went for a 2 km stroll further along the road to view the
Black Spur Slab Hut, another of the historic huts in the area. I was feeling a bit exhausted
after the 19 km ordeal so I just contented myself with taking a few photos in the area and
completing one of Zack’s CodeCracker puzzles. Since the whole Covid thing I’m no longer
the Iron Man that I once was - all the lockdown inactivity has taken its toll. Or maybe my
former fitness is just a false memory? 
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Warden Hut 700m

After dinner there was some discussion about departure time in the morning. There was
some desire for a long sleep-in, others wanted to leave earlier. I was all for a very early
start to get as much uphill done before the sun hit the road, and in the end we agreed on
8:30am. Remarkably enough we ended up leaving just before 8, and I managed a half
hour of walking in the shade before the sun was on the road. There were a few patches of
shade, but as it was early morning we never felt the full heat of the sun. The uphill was
mercifully cool and short, and Geoff & Louise had so much energy that just after Blind
Saddle they dashed up point 1148 to get a slightly better view. It all looked a bit much for
me, but when I got down to the saddle it didn’t lookk quite as daunting as it had from
further up the hill. 

From our rest at Blind Saddle it was downhill all the way to the cars. Somehow there was
no stop for lunch; it was a bit of an uncoordinated rush to get it all over with. After some
sandwiches in the car park we headed to Cheviot for refreshments and to settle up the
finances for the trip. Just for a change, I’d chosen to be a passenger this time, and jolly
glad I did as I was so tired. It was quite a challenging walk doing about 38 km on a road,
and I think that quite of few of us don’t ever want to do it again. It was still a fun outing with
a great bunch of people, but I can’t help thinking than perhaps next time we should see if
we can get a few 4WD’s and drive it. 

− 11 −



Trip statistics 

Day one 

Distance Walked: 19.4 km 

Min Elevation: 186 m 

Max Elevation: 1209 m 

Average moving speed: 4.1 km/h 

Total moving time: 4h 44m 

Day two 

Distance Walked: 18.0 km 

Min Elevation: 184 m 

Max Elevation: 1213 m 

Total moving time: 4h 01m 

Participants: Symon Holmes (Leader), Andrea Kofoet, Barry Watson, Brenda O’Donoghue,
Elaine Booker, Geoffrey Sugden, Jamie Cole, Joanna Buchajczyk, Jonathan Carr, Joshua
Johnson, Kate Campbell,  Lorraine Poole,  Louise Petrie,  Zack Williams, John Kerkhofs
(scribe & photographer) 

9 November 2020

Bell Tea Series #24 Ghost Stream

I had to do a major sales job to convince Helen to join this trip - she looks at the trip list
and says she won’t be able to keep up with the speedy ones, while I point out the slow
ones and say she won’t be last, and anyway nobody goes home until the drivers return to
the cars so there’s no point in being first back. I’m not going to name any names, but I
don’t think any of us have a prayer of keeping up with Zack “The Flash”. So we did the
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walk, and Helen was comfortably in the middle of the group for much of the time, and the
only time she spent at the back was when she waited for me while I was “tail-end charlie”
making sure that we left nobody behind.  So that was that. 

Hang on - I’ve rather jumped from the start of the trip to the end. There was some stuff in
the middle. After the initial departure we regrouped at the Springfield toilet as usual, and
then assembled at the Porter River bridge on SH73. We’d lost a van along the way that
eventually  turned  up,  but  there  was  still  one  person  missing.  Through  the  miracle  of
modern communication (the miracle being that the phones actually worked out there) we
located the missing person and he managed to join the group before we were so far up the
track that he’d be unable to find us. After crossing the Porter River on the road bridge we
wandered along the river a short distance before turning up Ghost Creek. The hills on the
sides of the creek became sheer rock faces as the little valley narrowed, and soon we
were hopping over boulders and getting wet feet in the stream. 

Chris serving pikelets and tea

The objective was to get to the waterfall and brew up the billy for lunch, and we achieved
this in a couple of hours. Chris served up pikelets and jam as we settled in and planned
the next moves. Some people climbed up the rocks for a better view of the waterfall, a few
opted for a scramble up a steep slope with rather loose rocks in an apparent attempt to get
around the top of the waterfall, and others carried on up Ghost Creek a bit further to see
what the terrain was like. Helen and I were in the latter group as I felt no need to prove I
could climb loose scrambly rubbish -  I  can,  but the helmet was at home - and Helen
certainly wasn’t interested in that. We wandered up the creek until  it became a bit too
much, and we turned back after that. Helen and Andrea bonded over shared stories about
how Geoff and I push them into challenging situations - That’s not a bad thing, is it? 
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Ghost Creek waterfall and our picnic spot

Having returned to the waterfall there was nothing much to do, so Helen and I wandered
down to the steep slope with the loose rocks to see what was happening. Nothing much,
really, so we had to make some new fun. I convinced Helen that it would be a good idea
for her to learn how to climb up the loose slope. No helmets, but there was nobody above
us and we stayed close together and close to the side, so it was as safe as can be. We
didn’t go terribly far, but when we hit the edge of the comfort zone I discovered that the
section we’d climbed was a rather nice but short scree slope. Scree running is a vital skill,
and since we were up there anyway, why waste the opportunity? So down we came, and
then back up and down again, and once more, getting better every time. Helen had had
enough challenges by then, so we settled down and waited for the party to regroup for the
walk out. 

We walked out the same way we walked in and headed off to the Sheffield pub for the
usual refreshments. The food is still good, but now the dine-in menu no longer offers the
$8 burger - it’s now a $15 burger and fries. It’s now becoming a bit of an expensive option,
but the only other real choice is to wait until Christchurch, and that is still some distance
away. Time will tell how that plays out. Despite that, we had a terrific day, and this was
probably the only tramping trip I can recall where we walked somewhere and essentially
had a picnic and wandered around doing our own thing for a while before returning. With
the added bonus of being served pikelets and strawberry jam by the trip leader! What an
awesomely good trip! 
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Trip statistics 

Distance Walked: 10.8 km 

Min Elevation: 680 m 

Max Elevation: 1213 m 

Total moving time: 3h 01m 

Participants: Chris McGimpsey (Leader), Debbie Mann, Sarah Stockdill, Vanessa Smith,
Geoffrey Sugden, Amy Underdown, Finn-Halvar Peters, Isabel Lutz, John Shrewsbury, Ian
Wyllie,  Ed Currell,  Emma Morales,  Helen  Ryan,  Zack Williams,  Ivan  from Chile  John
Kerkhofs (scribe & photographer) 

13-14 November 2020

A Faustian Adventure

Canterbury Anniversary - another long weekend and another opportunity to not do what
we’d planned. Helen and I wanted to walk in to Aspiring Hut and spend a couple of nights,
to make up for being beaten back by wind and rain on our last long weekend attempt.
We’d told everybody of our plan, which was a big mistake because of course the weather
gods got to hear of it as well, and so we went to Plan B. I swear I’m going to make the real
objective  the  secondary  one  and  hope  that  fools  them into  spoiling  the  fake  primary
objective. I’ll let you know how that works out. 

Plan B was the Casey-Binser  Loop,  this  having been spoiled by weather  a  couple of
weeks earlier. I was having some pain in my right leg and decided that perhaps this rather
long walk was not a great idea, so Plan C was born. Woolshed Creek is a super-short and
easy overnight trip,  only 3 hrs each way and apart  from Rhyolite Ridge is pretty easy
going. The third day was still looking bad but we’d be out before the weather arrived. Then
on the morning before the long weekend I got a message from Barry - “Heading up to
camp by the awesome tarns on Faust if you want to join for an overnighter.” You bet! It
looked like a fairly short walk and I wasn’t worried about the sore leg over that distance. I
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convinced Helen this was a much better option than Woolshed Creek, and we were signed
up for Plan D. 

I  had all  the gear for two of us set up in boxes, ready to take to Helen’s place in the
morning for us to sort out and load the backpacks. We were going to have a leisurely late
departure for Woolshed Creek and had all the time in the world. Plan D changed that, and
I had to load up two backpacks so that when I got to Helen’s place in the morning we could
add her stuff and hotfoot it  over to Chantal’s place for an 08:00 departure. No time to
weigh anything, just stuff and go! We made it exactly on time, threw the gear in the back of
the truck, picked up Emma just around the corner and set off for the second rendezvous
point to meet up with the other four walkers. I was looking forward to morning tea at the
Paris Bakery & Café in Amberley, but it being a public holiday they had decided to stay
closed for the day. The Culverden Bakery does a good pie though, so it wasn’t a total loss. 

Boyle Village was the departure point. After unloading we started getting ready, and then
settled down for a rest while Monika and Chantal repositioned a car for the team doing the
three day walk. That’s right, half of us were going to continue along the tops of the Libretto
Range to Travers Peak and then drop down to Foleys Track to the pre-positioned car.
Once that was done, we were off! Across the Boyle River on the road bridge, then a short
walk on the flat before starting up the hill. It was warm and sunny and the forest is very
pretty on the southern slopes of the Libretto Range. The path is well defined and there are
plenty of track markers, although not DOC standard - they are mostly small red and white
pieces of metal, with an occasional white one that looks vaguely like an arrow. Once out of
the forest they became steel poles with red and white wood and led off to who knows
where, certainly not where we wanted to go. We took our time and regrouped several
times on the way to the bushline at 1320 metres where we prepared ourselves for a windy
walk over the tops to Faust. We’d seen the tops of the trees waving as we walked through
the forest and it did not bode well. 

Out in the open we got the full force of the wind. There was no escape from it while we
walked along the ridge; the only respite came on the few occasions where we dropped
down a bit on the leeward side for a break. Over Point 1549 and onto Point 1633, from
which we could see Faust and Mephistopheles. Any thoughts of climbing Mephistopheles
had long ago been blown away on the wind, and I don’t think we even regrouped on top of
Faust for a group photo. We just wanted to drop down to the tarns and set up camp for the
night. Once the tarns were in view we made a beeline for them, straight down a rugged
and steepish slope. This was a new experience for Helen, and Chantal kindly coached her
down while  I  buzzed around taking  photos so I  can show everybody what  a  bad-ass
tramper Helen is. 

You’d think that on the lee side of the ridge we’d get some shelter from the wind, but the
wind is a sneaky bastard and just seemed to hug the ground coming over the ridge and
then just whirl around and hit us from every direction. I started pitching the tent, then the
direction changed so I moved, and then it changed again. I gave up and left the tent where
it was. We had dinner while the sun was still on the campsite, but then it dropped behind
the  ridge  and  it  started  getting  cold.  We  struggled  on  until  about  20:30  but  by  then
everybody went to bed just to get out of the wind, even though it was still bright daylight. 
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Heading for our campsite near the tarns

It was a long night with only a few short breaks in the wind and it was still cold and windy
when Helen and I go up to see the sunrise. My leg had become seriously painful during
the night despite the diclofenac I’d had at dinnertime, but some ibuprofen had settled it a
bit. I did wonder how I was going to walk in the morning, but fortunately it was OK. By the
time the sun was on the tents the clear sky had clouded over a bit and we were most
definitely in the clouds, although visibility was still quite good and we could see almost to
the top of the ridge. We breakfasted and packed up quickly and started climbing, but not
directly to the ridge - the plan was to sidle around under Faust as far as possible before we
had to walk on the ridge and feel the full force of the wind. The clouds soon cleared and
we enjoyed the view as we walked back to the bushline.Some of you may gave noticed
that we didn’t follow the marked track as shown on the map which would have made for a
nice loop. That had been attempted by some of our group previously, and it appears that
just because there is a line on the map doesn’t mean there is actually a track. 

Below the bushline we were well sheltered and warm as we began the final descent to the
cars. The walk down was quite quick and we were at Boyle Village by lunchtime where we
rested and ate lunch while the drivers went to retrieve the car that had been positioned for
the three-day walk that had been abandoned. We stopped for icecreams in Culverden
where it was rather hot, and then continued on to the equally hot Christchurch.  It was a
very enjoyable trip (apart from the excessive wind), thanks to all for the great company and
commiserations to the four who were unable to complete the entire traverse. 

Postscriptum: I diagnosed myself with shin splints, but since “no man ought to be his own
physician, for fear of having a fool for his patient” I went and asked my doctor for her
opinion. She confirmed that I had a fool for a patient and I’m now getting physio for a calf
muscle sprain. 
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Trip statistics 

Day One 

Distance Walked: 7.9 km 

Min Elevation: 575 m 

Max Elevation: 1730 m 

Elevation gain: 1249 m 

Elevation loss: 315 m 

Average speed: 1.46 km/h 

Average moving speed: 2.47 km/h 

Total moving time: 3h 11m 

Total stopped time: 2h 12m 

 

Day Two 

Distance Walked: 6.8 km 

Min Elevation: 574 m 

Max Elevation: 1629 m 

Elevation gain: 216 m 

Elevation loss: 1158 m 

Average speed: 2.08 km/h 

Average moving speed: 2.96 km/h 

Total moving time: 2h 18m 

Total stopped time: 0h 58m 

Participants: Monika Bratownik, Barry Watson, Aaron Hunter, Carmela Terrobias, Chantal
McCarthy, Emma Rogers, John Kerkhofs (scribe & photographer) 
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More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).

We  recommend  you  start  with  the  Club  Captain,  then  the  Gear  Custodian,  then  the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can  be  made  then  the  Police.  Refer  to  the  list  of  Club  Officers  below,  and  on
www.ctc.org.nz.  Members  (particularly  Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Club Officers

President: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070

Secretary: Monika Bratownik 021399750

Treasurer: Carol Horgan 027 212 7294

Club Captain: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

New Members 
Rep:

Emma Rogers 022 491 6625

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Kelly Purdie 027 614 2255

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Peninsula 
Tramping Club

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Barry Watson 021668895

Social 
Convenor:

To be confirmed 021 230 2536

Gear Custodian:
Barney 
Stephenson

027 358 3281

Editor: Peter Hinchey 0225948023

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907
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Searching the CTC website on Google.  Type in the search field the name of a
thing that you want to find with quotation marks (to search the EXACT phrase), then add
site:ctc.org.nz

Omit the quotation marks if you don't want to search the exact phrase.

Example   1  :  

"Heaphy track" site:ctc.org.nz

to search for the exact phrase ‘Heaphy track’

Example 2:

Bealey site:ctc.org.nz

to search all pages with the word Bealey which would find any reference to a hut or track
or other.

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 22 January 2021 – Thanks.
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